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Central Coast Soil Hub Newsletter
Fall 2026

In This Issue:

Grazing Planning workshop in the Carrizo Plains

Over $4 million available for sustainable ag projects in the Central Coast
Ag Order workshops and resources

Updates on webinars, classes, and new grant programs

and much more!

= [
Regional Updates Eer

The Central Coast Soil Hub spans three counties and includes
four Resource Conservation Districts. The following updates
are relevant to farmers, ranchers, and other land managers
throughout this entire region.

Upcoming Events
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Registration NOW Open!

October 19™-20%" 2026

Two-Day

Grazing Planning

Workshop

From theory to practice. Learn the WHY
and HOW behind planned grazing
management to begin managing for what
you want.

Hear from local ranchers on how they have
implemented and benefited from these
practices.

Instructors:

Richard King, Michael Dennis, Grant Johnson &
Guest Speakers

Cost: $100

Location: Carrizo Plains

Registration Includes:

Lunch both days
BBQ Dinner

Two Books: Holistic Management & Holistic
Managment Handbook

Free followup sessions
**Camping Available on Site!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Central Coast Soil Hub
Carrizo Cattle Company
The Nature Conservancy

Carrizo Cattle Ranch

TheNature (3
7\'; Conservancy W%

If you have questions, please reach out to
Grant Johnson (gjohnson@coastalred.org)

Email from Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District

Scan the QR code or
Visit:
https://GrazingFall2026.
eventbrite.com

One Week Left to Register - Grazing Planning Workshop

Oct. 19 - 20, Carrizo Plains, $100

The Central Coast Soil Hub is pleased to invite you to join
Workshop, Oct. 19-20th, in the Carrizo Plains.

In this workshop you will learn the WHY and HOW behind
managing for what you want.

us for a two day Grazing Planning

planned grazing management to begin
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We will focus on creating the best possible grazing plan for the coming season without having a
wreck. Here you will learn the tools & planning for profitable, regenerative grazing management.
Time will be spent learning to read the landscape and in-field indicators of rangeland health and
developing a grazing plan that fits your context and goals.

Attendees will walk away with the tools and step-by-step instructions to write their own holistic
grazing plan - You will learn each step by doing it yourself!

Day one of the workshop will be spent in the field at the Carrizo Ranch, learning from rancher
Michael Dennis about how he has used his grazing plan to increase forage production, improve
soil health, and run a profitable operation. Day two will be spent next door at the Nature
Conservancy's Las Piletas Preserve, where we will apply what we learned in the field to start
writing a real grazing plan.

Registration is $100 and includes lunch both days, dinner on the 19th, two reference books
(Holistic Management and Holistic Management Handbook), plus a follow up consultation and
personalized feedback to help you complete your plan.

For questions about the event, please reach out to Grant Johnson (gjohnson@coastalrcd.org).
We hope to see you there!

Sustainable Ag Expo
Nov. 10 - 11, San Luis Obispo, $545

The Sustainable Ag Expo is coming to San Luis Obispo next month. Join winegrowers, ag
professionals, and experts from leading institutions like UC Davis and Cornell to share what’s
working, ask questions, and learn directly from others. Presented by Vineyard Team, this event is
a great opportunity to learn about sustainable vineyard practices and connect with others in the
industry.

Click here to learn more.

Webinar: New Agritourism Grant from Airbnb and AFT
Oct. 14 and Nov. 13, Zoom, FREE

Airbnb and the American Farmland Trust are launching a new Farm to Stay Grant Program,
with applications opening next month. This grant will provide up to $10,000 to farmers and
ranchers who are creating or expanding farm stays and other agritourism experiences. In
preparation for the application window, there will be two informational webinars on Oct. 14th and
Nov. 13th.

Farm Marketing Webinar Series from CAFF

Starts Oct. 13th, 3:30 - 4:30, Zoom, FREE

Community Alliance with Family Farmers is launching a new workshop series. Farm Marketing
That Works is a free five-part workshop series for farmers who have already started marketing
their businesses and are ready to refine and grow what they’ve built. Through hands-on audits
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and practical activities, you'll assess your current marketing to identify what's working and what
needs attention, and leave with concrete steps you can take to strengthen your marketing and
grow your business.

Workshop topics will include Marketing audits, goals, and measuring success; Branding and
understanding your audiences; Website health and organic SEO; Email marketing and social
media; and Strategies for growing your reach.

Plus, enrolled farmers who attend at least three sessions will receive free advising
sessions with marketing consultant Anna Larsen of Root Cellar Consulting. These
sessions give you dedicated time to dig into your farm’s specific marketing questions and
challenges.

Workshops begin Oct. 13th and run every Tuesday from 3:30-4:30 through Nov. 10th.

Click here to learn more.

Williamson Act Webinar from Ca. Rangeland Trust
"Keeping the Land in Working Hands: The Williamson Act & California
Property Taxes"

Nov. 4, 11:00, Zoom, FREE

The California Rangeland Trust will be hosting a free webinar on November 4, 2026, exploring
important property tax and land-use considerations for California’s agricultural and rangeland
families. The webinar will cover the Williamson Act, Proposition 13 and 19, and what these
programs may mean for property assessments, ownership changes, and transferring land
between generations. It will also highlight key considerations for families planning for the long-
term future of their ranches.

Click here to register.

California Meat Summit

Oct. 15 - 16, Siskiyou County. $150

UCANR, the Siskiyou Farm Co, and Siskiyou County Economic Development invite you to the
North Fork California Meat Summit - a gathering of ranchers, processors, butchers and industry
partners committed to strengthening California’s meat economy. The summit includes includes
ranch tours, educational sessions, panel discussions, networking opportunities, and a farm
dinner experience.

Click here to learn more.

UC Environmental Stewards Conference
Oct. 9 - 11, UC Santa Barbara

The 2026 University of California Environmental Stewards Conference will take place in
Santa Barbara, on the beautiful campus of UC Santa Barbara. Engaging presentations,
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hands-on workshops and field trips will highlight local natural history, culture and the
environment, with a focus on climate change and climate resilience work in California and
participatory science, equity, inclusion and justice in conservation efforts. The conference
is open to all individuals with an interest in building a more equitable, resilient and
sustainable future for California.

Click here to learn more.

Resources and Updates

Soil Hub Launches New Rangeland Events Database

The Central Coast Soil Hub recently launched a new Rangeland Educational Events
Database. This database compiles workshops, webinars, professional development courses,
peer-to-peer gatherings, conferences and other events that are intended to help ranchers,
graziers, and other rangeland managers improve the profitability and sustainability of their
operations.

The database is primarily focused on events within San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and
Ventura Counties, but includes additional events from throughout California and beyond. There is
also an optional calendar view (which can be added by Google Calendar users), and a form for
submitting new events.

The database includes events that are open for registration, as well as events that are in
development (so that you can plan ahead) and past events (so that you can reach out to event
organizers if there is a topic you would like to see repeated).

Click here to view the database

Resources From National Center for Appropriate Technology

The National Center for Appropriate Technology compiles a wide variety of resources and tools
to support sustainable and regenerative agriculture. For example, they maintain the Sustainable
Pest and Weed Control Database, a user-friendly tool for farmers looking for pest control
options which are generally softer on the environment and beneficial species. You can search for
information about how to control a specific pest, or just for information about specific active
ingredients, formulations, and trade names.

Browse the Topics page for resources on other subjects. Everything from business
management to marketing, soil health to renewable energy, is covered. And if you can’t find what
you're looking for, try the “Ask an Ag Expert” helpline.

Business Mentorship and Other Resources from SCORE

SCORE is a nonprofit organization that manages a network of over 10,000 volunteer business
mentors who help entrepreneurs start, grow, and sustain businesses. They offer mentorship,
consultations, and other resources that can help you navigate your business management
needs. Their network includes volunteers who specialize in agricultural businesses.
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Click here to learn more.

Funding Opportunities

USLTRCD and Partners Awarded $4.3 Million in Incentive

Funding for California Farmers and Ranchers
Opens soon - stay tuned!

The Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District is excited to announce that they
have been awarded funding to bring technical and financial support to producers and ranchers in
our district and four additional districts across the state. This is part of a USDA Accessing
Markets for Producers (AMP) Grant.

What producers and ranchers can expect:

« $4.35 million in financial incentives for adopting conservation practices

» Free, hands-on technical assistance and conservation planning support

» Access to a regional Equipment Library Program that includes reduced-cost access to
equipment like biochar kilns, compost spreaders, and a keyline plow

« New ways to sell what you grow or raise, including a farm stand in San Luis Obispo and
an online direct-to-consumer marketplace

» Bilingual outreach materials and paid peer-to-peer workshops

» A $500 enroliment bonus, plus training stipends up to $400 per producer

We're proud to partner with Coastal San Luis, Cachuma, Ventura, and Glenn County RCDs,
along with Community Environmental Council, City Farm SLO, and Cal Poly to make this
happen. If you're a producer or rancher in one of these districts, watch for more details
soon on how to get involved!

If you'd like to be notified when applications open, reach out to your local
RCD. Include the phrase "Interested in AMP Funding" in the subject line or
comment box.

Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD (northern coastal and inland areas of SLO County)
Coastal San Luis RCD (southern coastal areas of SLO County)

Cachuma RCD (Santa Barbara County)

Ventura County RCD

Two other organizations also received funding through this program and can support the
implementation of sustainable agricultural projects. While they are not focused specifically on the
Central Coast, their funding is open to farmers throughout California. Visit the project pages for
Elevated Foods and the International Fresh Produce Association to learn more and sign up

New Agritourism Grant from Airbnb and American Farmland

Trust
Up to $10,000 available - opens late Nov.

Airbnb and the American Farmland Trust are launching a new Farm to Stay Grant Program, with
applications opening next month. This grant will provide up to $10,000 to farmers and ranchers
who are creating or expanding farm stays and other agritourism experiences. In preparation for
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the application window, there will be two informational webinars on Oct. 14th and Nov. 13th. The
grant itself should open in late November.

Click here for more information.

NRCS California’s Conservation Funding Assistance Deadline
for Producers: Nov, 6th!

NRCS has announced the ranking deadline for federal assistance opportunities for
agricultural producers, including through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), and the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program(ACEP). While NRCS accepts applications for these programs year-
round, interested applicants should apply no later than November 6, 2026 to be included
in the application cutoff period. Any applications submitted after the deadline will be
included in next year's ranking period.

Click here for more information.

New Grant Supports Rancher-Led Learning Projects
Up to $5000 available from the California Grazing Lands Coalition

CalGLC recently launched the “California Producer’s Grant” to support ranchers and graziers
who want to host producer-led learning opportunities. CalGLC encourages events for ranchers to
share knowledge with one another and with the public about grazing lands stewardship and the
continued viability of ranching. Click here to learn more and apply.

WSARE Grant Supports Farmer-Led Research Projects
Closes Oct. 28

The Western SARE Farmer/Rancher Research & Education Grant Program focuses on
advancing on-farm sustainability solutions by funding innovative producer-driven research and
outreach. With a Farmer/Rancher Grant, a producer and a technical advisor work together to
develop a project (1-3 years in scope) that conducts both research and outreach on a
sustainable agriculture topic. Up to $35,000 is available to support these projects. Learn more
about the program here.

3C-REN Agriculture Energy Solutions Program

Tired of watching your electricity bills climb and not knowing what you can do to lower it? The Tri-
County Regional Energy Network (3C-REN) is here to help. 3C-REN offers no-cost technical
assistance designed specifically for growers and agricultural operations. Through the
Agriculture Energy Solutions program, you can get a clear picture of your energy use with a
utility bill analysis, a simple first step that shows where savings may be hiding. Want a deeper
dive? A facility assessment provides customized recommendations for energy-saving
opportunities across your site. Worries about the upfront cost of upgrades? We can connect you
with incentive programs that may help cover the cost. Click here to learn more.
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Funding and Equipment Available Through USFWS

The US Fish and Wildlife Service has funding and equipment available to help Central Coast
landowners with voluntary conservation projects. The “Partners for Fish and Wildlife” Program
provides free technical and financial assistance for projects that improve wildlife habitat on
private lands. Restoration projects are customized to address each landowner’s unique needs
and Partners Program biologists help plan, manage, implement, and monitor these restoration
projects. Participating landowners continue to own and manage their land.

The Partners Program also has a no-till seed drill available to private landowners and other
conservation partners. The drill is available for free, even if you do not participate in USFWS
funding programs.

Click here to learn more about the Partners Program and click here for information about
the seed drill.

Find Funding Opportunities with the Farmer Funding Database

The Farmer Funding Database is now available from the Central Coast Soil Hub!
This document lists funding opportunities for farmers and ranchers on the Central
Coast and will be updated periodically as new opportunities become

available. Funding opportunities include project planning and implementation,
infrastructure and equipment purchases, educational scholarships, and more.

San Luis Obispo County Updates
Coming Soon: Creek Ready SLO Program

The Coastal San Luis RCD and the Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD, with nonprofit partner Creek
Lands Conservation, have been approved to initiate an El Nino Preparedness Technical
Assistance program funded by San Luis Obispo County. Under the program, stream-adjacent
landowners across the county can request a technical assistance site visit and receive site
specific recommendations for hazard reduction, emergency permit compliance guidance, and
post-storm recovery support. The program is under development and additional details will be
released soon. Stay tuned!

Ag Order Workshop: Irrigation and Nutrient Management

Nov. 18, 10:00 & 1:00, San Luis Obispo, FREE

Preservation Inc is hosting their annual fall workshops, which will focus on Irrigation and Nutrient
Management (INM) requirements of the Ag Order. The workshops will cover the INM section of
the Farm Plan, annual reporting considerations (like calculations, conversions, and
recordkeeping), and provide a chance to receive one-on-one support. The workshop for San Luis
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4 A Obispo County will be Nov. 18th at the Farm
'(\ PRESERVAﬂor{*:c“s T "'\ Bureau Office (4875 Morabito Place San

2026 RG ORDER INM
wnﬂKSHUPS The vyorkshops _are offered i'n English ?nd

Spanish / Ofrecido en Inglés y Espaiiol.
10am - 1pm: presentacion en Espafiol
1pm - 4pm: presentation in English

Luis Obispo, CA 93401)

o AVE THE DATE

Click here to learn more.

P Learn about Ag Order Imgatlon and

Nutrient Management (INM)
Requirements, including:

-INM Section of the Farm Plan

> -Annual INMP Reporting: calculations, 4

conversion and record-keeping tools

-one-on-one support

Offered in English and Spanish \
ofrecido en inglés y espariol

Dates  Locations 2

Weds. & Thurs. November 4 &5 Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau, Watsonville

More
details
coming

soon!

Thurs. & Fri. November 12 & 13 UCANR Abbott St. Conference Room, Salinas
Weds. November 18 San Luis Obispo Farm Bureau, San Luis Obispo

Weds. & Thurs. December 2 & 3 Santa Maria Public Library, Santa Maria

- = -
= CCWQP /’
\\ WWW.cCWgp.org support@cewgp.org 4

CSLRCD Wildfire and Forestry Project Interest Form

L/

The Coastal San Luis RCD wants to hear from land managers interested in wildfire resilience
and forest restoration projects. The RCD has a new Project Interest Form that land managers
can use to suggest project ideas. Information submitted through this form will help the RCD
identify potential projects, prioritize future funding opportunities, and connect interested
landowners and land managers with technical assistance and grant opportunities as they
become available.

Note that submitting this form does not guarantee funding or project implementation, but it
allows the RCD to better understand community needs and contact you if opportunities arise

Click here to complete the project interest form.

Provide Your Feedback on Proposed Waste Processing Facility

The Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD has partnered with the US Department of Energy to look at
the feasibility of a sludge management and biofuels production process suitable for small
communities. The RCD is seeking feedback from land managers on how you currently use—and
think about—products made from treated waste. Your input will help us better understand local
needs, opportunities, and barriers to using these products on the Central Coast.

Click here to take the survey or click here to learn more about the proposed project.

Fall Volunteer Day at Willow Creek Conservancy

Oct. 24, 9:00 - 12:00, Paso Robles
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Join the Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD a Fall Volunteer Day at Willow Creek Conservancy!
We'll be working together to add native plants to our hedgerow at Willow Creek Conservancy.
Native hedgerows provide important benefits to working lands across our region, creating living
borders that support biodiversity, improve soil health, and enhance crop production.

Please bring layers, sturdy shoes, and a water bottle. Snacks will be provided by your local
Resource Conservation District! All ages are encouraged to attend. Tools and gloves will be
provided.

Please RSVP here so we can account for snacks and staff support. For more information, email
the ULTRCD Conservation Project Manager at Hailey@US-LTRCD.org.

Plants have been generously provided by the Xerces Society through their Pollinator Habitat Kit
Program. This project is made possible with funding from the Wildlife Conservation Board.

SLO County Farm Bureau 104th Annual Members Meeting

Oct. 20, 4:30 - 8:00, Templeton, $44.52

The SLO County Farm Bureau’s 104th Annual Members Meeting is coming up this month, and
you are invited to join for an evening celebrating agriculture, Farm Bureau members, and the
incredible agricultural community we are fortunate to have here in San Luis Obispo County.

The evening will include dinner, local wine from JUSTIN, awards, community, and an opportunity

to connect with fellow Farm Bureau members and agricultural supporters from throughout the
county. Purchase your tickets today and reserve your seat! Purchase online here.

Registration Open for Ranch

Education Classes at Cuesta B &
Registration is NOW OPEN!
Jan 23 — March 13 FREE RANCH EDUCATION CLASSES

VOCE 565C - INTRODUCTION TO LAND SEnE
USE PLANNING AND GRAZING: (an :
Provides students with an introduction to land
use and grazing planning using holistic and
sustainable planning methods. Covers
interpreting and applying land use
regulations, operation design, planning and g

mapping methods, and planning targeted D
grazing. i

March 27 - May 08
VOCE 5650 INTRODUCTION TO LIVESTOCK HEALTH: Provides students

Including able requirements of animal husbandry and farm safet
care,

ock health

ding as they relate to animal health. Includes the
ing common health problems

March 27 — May 08

VOCE 565D INTRODUCTION TO
LIVESTOCK HEALTH: N

Provides students with an introduction to (esta Collge Contiing Education offos o e o
livestock health including applicable e =
requirements of animal husbandry and farm A TR Era s, et

safety. Applies principles that address animal
care, housing, and feeding as they relate to
animal health. Includes the evaluation of
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techniques for avoiding, recognizing, and treating common health problems.

For more information, visit the Ranch Education Webpage.

Santa Barbara County Updates

Ag Order Workshop: Irrigation
and Nutrient Management

Dec. 2 & 3, 10:00 - 1:00, Santa Maria,
FREE

Preservation Inc is hosting their annual fall
workshops, which will focus on Irrigation and
Nutrient Management (INM) requirements of
the Ag Order. The workshops will cover the
INM section of the Farm Plan, annual reporting
considerations (like calculations, conversions,
and recordkeeping), and provide a chance to
receive one-on-one support. The workshop for
Santa Barbara County will be Dec. 2nd & 3rd
at the Santa Maria Public Library (421 South
McClelland Street, Santa Maria, CA 93454)

The workshops are offered in English and
Spanish / Ofrecido en Inglés y Espaiol.
Dec. 2nd, 10am - 1pm: presentation in English
Dec. 3rd, 10am - 1pm: presentacion en
Espafiol

Click here to learn more.

Y-

L/

)

Weds. & Thurs. November 4 & 5

Weds. & Thurs. December 2 & 3

&4

Ventura County Updates

22 N

PRESERVATION INC’'S ANNUAL FALL ’ '

2026 AG ORDER INM

WORKSHOPS

P Learn about Ag Order Irrigation and

Nutrient Management (INM)
Requirements, including:

-INM Section of the Farm Plan

-Annual INMP Reporting: calculations,

conversion and record-keeping tools

-one-on-one support

Offered in English and Spanish
ofrecido en inglés y esparol

More
details

coming
soon!

Locations g

Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau, Watsonville

Dates

Thurs. & Fri. November 12 & 13 UCANR Abbott St. Conference Room, Salinas

Weds. November 18 San Luis Obispo Farm Bureau, San Luis Obispo

Santa Maria Public Library, Santa Maria

)
\ WWW.CCWOP.org support@ccwap.org 4
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Nov.6™ [ 1) am“ﬂ
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LUNCH 1:00- 2:00 . > # -
Ranche
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Register Today

The Central Coast Soil Hub, RMR Ranch, and Soil Carbon
Coalition are hosting a one-day Rancher-to-Rancher
gathering in Ojai this November. These events connect -=
ranchers, land managers, and others interested in land El.-.e : .:*:aii oty
stewardship through shared experience and hands-on

learning. We'll focus our discussion on grazing 4 y
management for ecosystem health and resiliency and :
get to showcase new technology such as Virtual Fence.

Coffee, snacks, and water will be provided - please
bring a reusable water bottle and a camp chair. We plan
to be outside as much as possible, so plan accordingly.

Free optional lunch will be served after the event.

This is a free event, however registration is
required. Register at OjaiR2R.eventbrite.com

CENTRAL COAST 50IL HUB

Ventura County
Resource Conservation District

Rancher to Rancher: Ojai, with RMR Ranch

Nov. 6, 9:00 - 2:00, Ojai, FREE

The Central Coast Soil Hub invites you to join the us for our first Ventura County Rancher-to-
Rancher event, at the RMR Ranch in Ojai. Connect with fellow ranchers and land managers,
discuss challenges and opportunities of ranching, and engage in soil health and grazing
management demonstrations. We'll focus our discussion on grazing management for ecosystem
health and resiliency and get to showcase new technology such as Virtual Fence. Participants
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will be encouraged to share their experiences and strategies, as well as successes and lessons
learned. Bring your questions and curiosity.

Coffee, snacks, and water will be provided - please bring a reusable water bottle and a camp
chair. We plan to be outside the whole day so plan accordingly.

After the event concludes, there will be an optional lunch from 1:00-2:00. This will be a great
chance to get to know each other and discuss questions and lessons learned from earlier in the
day. Please let us know on your registration form if you plan to attend this optional lunch.

This event is FREE, but registration is required. Click here to register.

Interested in attending more Rancher-to-Rancher gatherings? There will be other gatherings at
TomKat Ranch in Pescadero (Nov. 4th) and Seavey Ranch in Napa County (Nov. 10th - more
information to come).

Agricultural Water Programs from VCRCD

The Ventura County RCD has a variety of programs and resources available to growers in the
county, including:

« Irrigation Evaluations — VCRCD will evaluate your irrigation system to help identify any
deficiencies.

« WETA - The Water Efficiency Technical Assistance program offers free irrigation
evaluations, pump tests, suggestions for best nutrient management practices, and limited
NIM stations as seen in IIMRLN.

« AEWQA - The Agricultural Environmental Water Quality Assistance program incentivizes
the implementation of sediment, nutrient, and irrigation management practices on ag
land.

« AMPP - Through the Agricultural Management Practice Plans program VCRCD can write
Management Practice Plans for growers in Ventura County who have chosen Track 2
compliance for the Ag Order.

Click here for information about these programs and resources.

The Ventura County Agricultural Irrigated Lands Group provides additional resources and
support for growers complying with Ag Order requirements. You can view their recent
presentation from the AgriTech Fair (“Understanding TMDL Requirements: Current Status,
Newly Triggered Areas, and What’s Next”) or a map and summary table of RAs subject to
TMDL Discharge Limitations and Notification Status (see where TMDL requirements have been
triggered, the constituent(s) involved, and notification status).

Visit the VCAILG website for more information.

We Want to Hear From You!
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The Central Coast Soil Hub was created to serve the local agriculture community
and to support resilient and sustainable agricultural operations. To do this well, we
need to know what farmers and ranchers in the Central Coast actually want and
need. We are conducting a survey to understand how we can best meet the needs
of all agricultural producers on the Central Coast. This survey is anonymous, so
please answer honestly.

Take the Survey Here.

Thank you for your participation and feedback!

Click here to subscribe to future editions of the Central Coast Soil Hub Newsletter

Thank You For Reading

If you have suggestions for what to include in future editions of the newsletter, please reach out
and let us know! If you would like to learn more about the Central Coast Soil Hub, visit our
webpage here. Thank you!

Questions? Email the Hub Coordinator, Joshua Kouri: josh@coastalrcd.org

Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District | 1203 Main Street Suite B | Morro Bay, CA 93442
us
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